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EDITORIAL 


Since the last issue of the Quarterly Magazine Brian Healey has been 
elected Treasurer of the Victorian Branch and has resigned from the 
Editorial Committee of the Quarterly Magazine. His efforts, work and 
ideas, for the Magazine are greatly appreciated. 


The Editorial Committee now comprises V. Caulfield, D. Jones, J. Kelso, 
D. Owen and L. West. 


You will notice that the Committee has introduced further changes to 
the Quarterly Magazine, and it is hoped that it will continue to make 
changes where these seem desirable. 


Contributions from Members, of which there seems to be a chronic short- 
age, should be forwarded to the Editor at GPO Box 5141AA, Melbourne. 
When sending articles it is always helpful if good quality black and 
white photographs are included. Pictures help to make an article, each 
one being, it has been heard from a reliable source, worth 10,000 words. 
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THE SILVER ROGUE 


} 


C.S. Rolls' 70 h.p. - 1.0. Smith (Rolls' Chauffeur) at the wheel 


It is not generally known that in 1908 Rolls-Royce Limited 
manufactured four special high performance cars of seventy horsepower. 
None of these is known to have survived to the present day, although 
it is not beyond the bounds of possibility that one will be discovered. 


NOCKOLDS records briefly in "The Magic of a Name" that two of them 
were entered in the R.A.C. 2,000 mile International Touring Car Trial 
of 1908. This was from London to Scotland, then following the 
mountainous course of the Scottish Reliability Trial of the previous 
year, then South again to the newly opened Brooklands Track for a 200 
mile flat-out race. 


Basically the chassis were the 40/50 h.p. production models with four- 
speed overdrive gearbox. The engine was of a special type, with large 
flat-faced overhead inlet valves, three inches in diameter, operated 
by external push rods and rocker levers from the single camshaft. The 
rocker levers, over which no cover was provided, were very similar to 
those employed on the two, three, four and six cylinder cars made 
during the years from March, 1904, to the end of 1906, but were 
considerably larger. 


The Silver Ghost of that period had a bore and stroke of 44 in., but 


Nameplate left to R-R in A.P. Barry's will 
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the stroke of the seventies was increased to 4% in., while the stroke 
of the Silver Ghost was not so increased until 1909. This gave the 
seventies a cylinder capacity of 7.428 litres as compared with 7.037 
litres for the Ghost until 1909. Claude Johnson provisionally named 


the two cars "White Ghost" and "Silver Silence". They were less 
silent than the earlier "Silver Ghost" although not noisy by 
comparison with other cars of 1908. Claude Johnson was heard to 


remark "A Silver Ghost, on meeting one of these cars, would turn her 
head and blush for shame". Whereupon the name was altered from 
"Silver Silence" to "Silver Rogue". 


King's Messengers - Silver Rogue on left? 


In the 2,000 mile trial the Silver Rogue was driven by the redoubtable 
Eric Platford. The record of Rolls-Royce Successes in later 40/50 h.p. 
instruction manuals states that the 
trial was won by 44 miles and the Silver 
Rogue was the fastest car in 10 out of 
the 1l of the timed hill-climbs. It was 
also the most economical car in the 
trial, averaging 20.1 miles per gallon. 


At Brooklands, Platford was so far in 
front that he did not put on full speed 
and only averaged 53.6 m.p.h. for the 
200 miles. Several weeks later he 
returned to Brooklands and averaged 65.9 
m.p-h. for 20 laps, which in 1908 was 
a remarkable achievement. Later, the 
Silver Rogue was owned by a Mr Barber of 
Croxley Green. The Autocar records that 
the car had a mishap when returning from 
the Ascot Races. At about 2 a.m. the 
driver apparently fell asleep and the 
King's Messenger Driver's car crashed into a fence. As will be 
cap and lapel badge seen from the Autocar photograph, the 
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car was still there the next day with a collapsed front wheel. The 


plate glass windscreen was, fortunately for Mr Barber, unbroken, but 
someone, possibly the owner, had removed the headlamps. 


The Silver Rogue was ultimately purchased by a well-known lover of 
high-powered cars, Mr A. P. Barry, then of Limpsfield, Surrey. 


A year or two before the 1914 war Mr Barry brought the Rogue to the 
Derby Works for a general overhaul, and on the suggestion of the 
writer agreed to sundry modifications, for example, the car originally 
had two magnetos, but no battery ignition, one magneto being timed 
with considerably more advance than the other, the idea being that 
this magneto should only be switched on at high speed, but this was 
obviously not a very satisfactory arrangement, so the second magneto 
was removed and replaced by the standard arrangement of Rolls-Royce 
trembler coil, which not only provided easier starting from cold, but 
also the virtue of “starting off the spark" when warm, a well-known 
asset of all Silver Ghosts; also a carburettor of another make, 
which had been fitted by an earlier owner, was removed, and replaced 
by a Rolls-Royce "London-Edinburgh" carburettor of large size, which 
greatly improved the flexibility, power, easy starting and all-round 
performance of the engine. 


In September, 1914, within a month of the outbreak of war, the R.A.C. 
was asked by the War Office if they could provide four cars which 

must be the last word in reliability and speed, to form the King's 
Messenger Service. This team was to consist of four Rolls-Royce cars, 
driven by their owners, who must be prepared, at a moment's notice, 

to drive at high speed, by day or night, over the then rough and shell- 
torn roads of France from the Channel Ports to the General Headquarters, 
wherever they might be, and the Channel Ports might be Bologne, 

Calais, Dunquerque or Le Havre. 


The team was so organized that one car should leave each end of the 


route daily. This wonderful team tore over the shell-torn roads of 
France, often under fire, with unfailing regularity, from September 
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1914 to December 1916, and it is recorded that during the whole of 
this period only once was a car absent from the quay-side when the 
Channel Steamer bearing the King's Messenger arrived, and this was 
because the driver had been directed to the wrong port. 


On many occasions all ports were held covered by the King's 
Messenger cars when the arrival port was uncertain due to U-boat 
activity in the channel. After a time confidence in the drivers 
was so established that they were informed of these activities at 
the earliest possible date, a privilege accorded to no one else. 


Here, indeed, was a reliability trial both for cars and drivers 
compared with which the rigours of one of the Scottish Trials or 
even the Austrian Alpine Trials sink almost into insignificance, 


A.P. Barry's 1908 Silver Rogue (Chassis No. 737) 
after smash between Abbeville and Boulogne 


The first four drivers who volunteered to cross from England were 
Malcolm Campbell, Douglas Hamilton and Manuel with Silver Ghosts, 

and A.P. Barry with his Silver Rogue, but shortly afterwards the 
first three were replaced by Charles Hardy, Bryant and Wright driving 
their Silver Ghosts, but Barry continued with his seventy horsepower 
Silver Rogue. 


During 1915 the King's Messenger driven by Barry was instructed to 
drop the bag at Abbeville and then proceed to Paris and await a 
special bag from the Embassy, which the then Mr Winston Churchill was 
preparing for dispatch to London. 


The following morning Captain Wilson, King's Messenger, and Barry 
called for the bag, which was not ready. Barry's anxiety increased 
as the time went by, as he knew that he had 150 miles to go to 
Boulogne, and up to date no driver had ever missed a boat. At last 
the bag was brought hastily down the Embassy steps, and off went the 
Silver Rogue with only the minimum of time in which to catch the boat. 
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The ex-A.P. Barry Silver Rogue (Chassis No. 737) in use 
by Rolls-Royce Transport Department 


The usual bag was picked up at Abbeville and again the race went on, 
when there was a loud report and a front tyre burst at 70 m.p.h., 
with the result that the poor Silver Rogue charged a heavily laden 
dung cart, actually making contact at 50 m.p.h. The horse was 
unhurt, and the King's Messenger and Barry were shaken but undamaged. 


The latter, nothing daunted, returned to England to buy a 1913 40/50 
h.p. Silver Ghost touring car, chassis number 2540 E., and brought it 
to Mr Sanderson, a coachbuilder of Derby (later of the well-known 
firm of Sanderson and Holmes Ltd.), for various modifications to the 
body, the chassis being in excellent mechanical condition, and while 
this car was at the coachbuilders, Mr Barry asked the writer to take 
it out and test it and make any adjustments necessary. 


Barry then took the car to France and proceeded with the arduous work 
of the King's Messenger Service, meanwhile the Silver Rogue was 
returned to Derby by the War Office for repairs after the accident in 
France, and was ultimately fitted with a truck body, and handed to 
the Rolls-Royce transport department, and continued her war service 
by carrying many tons of steel bars and forgings, chiefly between 
Sheffield and Derby, for the remainder of the war, after which she 
was dismantled as an obsolescent model the total mileage covered will 
never be known, but it must have been very considerable. 


The ultimate fate of the three other seventies is not known, as 
practically all records and correspondence of those early days were 
lost or destroyed in the course of the two world wars. It is 
believed that one was allotted to the Hon. C.S. Rolls, and another 
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A.P. Barry's Continental 1913 Silver Ghost (Chassis No. 25405) 


was bought by Mr Frank Green, of York, of Green's Economiser fame. 


The latter part of the foregoing article is taken from one written by 
the late N.R. Chandler and published in the V.C.C. Gazette of Autumn 
1953. It is now reproduced by kind permission of the Veteran Car 
Club of Great Britain. 


F. M. Robinson 


(Most of the photographs above were kindly supplied by Rolls-Royce 
Limited) 
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11TH INTERNATIONAL VETERAN AND VINTAGE RALLY 
NEW_ZEALAND 1965 


D. Davis' 1922 Twenty Chassis No. 42-G-1 
on return from Haast to Wanaka 


We did not realise how suitable a Rolls-Royce would be for a 1,300 
mile tour when we set out on 6th March from Christchurch. 


The car had been thoroughly serviced the day before at Dominion 
Motors, who are the Rolls-Royce agents, at nominal cost. Their 
interest and courtesy made us feel really at home and confident of 
prompt help, should we need it. 


Naturally, the silence of the Rolls-Royces impressed the spectators 
at the start as Twentys, Ghosts and Phantoms hissed towards the open 
country. 


The oldest of the marque was a 1912 Cabriolet Silver Ghost by Barker 
owned by George Huddlestone from Durban, South Africa. George Green's 
1921 Smith and Waddington Silver Ghost Tourer driven by Peter McKeown 
and Greg Daly was hurridly substituted for the Prince Henry Vauxhall 
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which cracked its engine block the day before shipment to New Zealand. 


Peter Pinckney's Silver Ghost was very original. Complete with rear 
screen. My own 1922 Smith & Waddington Twenty Tourer had just been 
run in before the rally after an extensive motor overhaul. 


P.W. Pinckney's 1922 Silver Ghost (14 KG) Tourer by Windover 


A Barker Torpedo Twenty Tourer of 1923 came from Nelson (New Zealand) 
and a Twenty Saloon of probably 1924 was restored just prior to the 
Rally in Hastings (New Zealand). Peter and Chris Gargett from 
Brisbane included the Rally on their honeymoon in the 1924 Twenty 
Smith and Waddington Coupe. The new Phantom was represented by two 
tourers - Henry Gaisford's 1928 and J.R. White's 1926 Barker replica - 
both North Island cars. Latest car on the Rally was John Birdsall's 
1929 Windover Saloon. 


Another Phantom started too but it is believed it retired with serious 
trouble on the first day, which took the competitors to Mount Cook, 

a distance of some 240 miles. My Twenty easily averaged the set 

42 mph over the undulating countryside. The lunch stop garage test 
also suited my car's three speeds, but caused the four speed owners 
much struggling from lst to reverse. 


Sunday at Mount Cook was a sight seeing day for most but a frantic 
frenzy of cleaning for me as the car was judged for the Concours at 
2 p.m. after having been over about sixty miles of dirt. 


After a leisurely start on Monday from Mount Cook, we passed the only 
American in the Rally, Dr Shafer, in a 1914 Dodge, crashed into a 
grader with the front wheels at right angles to each other, still 

on the axle. Despite the extensive damage, we welcomed the Doctor to 
Wanaka that evening with the axle straightened and the wheel in a 
metal brace. 


Next morning, the route set out over dirt, again, for Haast, which 
involved climbing over the beautiful mountains separating Wanaka from 
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the Tasman. The road, twisting and twining in and out of hills and 
streams, kept the Ghost and Phantom drivers busy. We returned to 
Wanaka that evening and the following morning, prepared for a quarter 
mile sprint along a closed section of road on Lake Wanaka's shore. 
This event only proved how unsuitable a Rolls-Royce is for this sort 
of thing. The suitable cars were great fun to watch, the 30/98 
Vauxhalls definitely trounced even the larger Bentleys and George 
Green's Austro-Daimler was not far behind the Vauxhalls despite its 
being only just on 2% litres. 


A 1926 Phantom I offered to enthusiasts, at Ashburton. 
Coachwork by Thrupp and Maberley. Price £450 Stg. 


The rest of that day's run took us through geologically young country 
to Queenstown, which is ideally located on the shore of New Zealand's 
longest lake, well over 2,000 feet above sea level. Next day was a 
tourist's treat, some taking excursions on the lake, others leaving 
the cars for small sightseeing buses, which climbed thousands of feet 
like mountain goats, scaring their passengers no end, but rewarding 
them with views unlikely to be seen except from a Charles Rolls 
Balloon. 


That evening, the Railway Steamer “Earnshaw" carried most of the Rally 
population on an evening cruise. I believe the quieter people on the 
lower deck saw the upper deck beams move up and down under the weight 
of the stomp, but really, I think it was the ship moving up and down 
in the water under the regular beat. 


The “Earnshaw" is a gem. It is a twin screw, triple expansion, coal 
burning steamer of 1912 in which even the light globes must be 
original. We all inspected the engines whilst steaming and voted them 
fine. The stem of the ship was as perpendicular as a Rolls-Royce 
Radiator and the slim high funnel was leaning astern in the best 
approved "flying in the teeth of a gale" manner. The "Earnshaw", 
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of some 212 feet, is a very large ship to have on an inland lake but, 
despite her age, there is no mention of retirement due to the purity 
of the lake water, which is pumped straight into the boilers. 


From Queenstown, we skirted along the shore, averaging 21 m.p.g. in my 
Twenty, stopping at Kingston for lunch at the lake head. Striking 
south to Te Anan after lunch, we arrived in time for cocktails before 
the light faded. 


Next day most people forsook their cars for the 74 mile trip to Milford 
Sound in a Railway's Bus. I took the Twenty into Milford with six on 
board. The road strikes west from Te Anan and climbs for about 64 
miles to just on 3,000 feet above sea level through good sheep country, 
rain forest and rugged alpine scenery. The road follows the 

Eglington River and the climb never seems to end. The mountains close 
in more and more, especially with the hood down. Just as what would 
appear to be the summit, is approached, the road seems completely 
blocked by a barrier of granite some 500 feet high. On arrival at the 
barrier the road led straight into the Homer Tunnel, which opens 
Milford to the visitor. Some three quarters of a mile long and 
costing £6,000,000 in 1936 the tunnel is an engineering masterpiece. 

We climbed into the tunnel at the appointed time - it is only one way - 
and were greatly surprised both by the waterfall inside, especially 
with the hood down, and the steep descent after the long climb. Once 
in daylight again, the nine miles to Milford brought us down to sea 
level for lunch at the Hotel. The brakes cooled down during the 
afternoon. 


After lunch we saw the remains of a Veteran Sunbeam racer which had 
been discovered by the road just hours before our arrival. We then 
boarded a launch and headed towards the entrance of the fiord, passing 
on the way sheer cliffs of 5,000 feet, rising straight off the water. 
This, coupled with the knowledge of 1,900 feet of water under the 
launch's keel, really made us all feel fragile and insignificant. 


Overnight, Milford recorded a light shower of six inches, which sent 
thousands of tons of water crashing down the sheer cliffs into the 
Sound. On trying to start the Twenty next morning, there was all of 
six inches of water in the coil too. Now I know why Sir Henry moved 
the coil from under the hinge on the bonnet on the later Twentys. 
Milford has 29 fine days a year with a rainfall of 290 inches. 


The pull up to Homer Tunnel had to be taken easily so as not to run 
the vacuum tank dry but most other cars seemed to boil as well. 


The following day's trip headed south with some 100 miles to cover to 
Teretonga race track where three laps were to be covered at a given 
speed. Needless to say, the Bentley and Vauxhall Boys did not worry 
too much about the given times and provided true vintage entertainment. 
I was over-cautious and went too slow, even so, I was told that, with 
hood and sides up, the Twenty looked ridiculous on the race track. 
Peter McKeown, in Mr Green's father's Silver Ghost was over 
enthusiastic and managed to drown the motor in petrol just before the 
start, but luckily dried things out in time to compete. 
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All except three of the Rolls-Royces in 6th International Rally | 


ieee 


Cars and persons from left to right 


(1) 1912 S.G. Cabriolet by Barker (2) 1921 S.G. Tourer by Smith ( 
G. Huddlestone (South Africa) and Waddington (owner G. 
Green) G. Daly (N.S.W.) 


(5) 1922 20 h.p. Tourer by Smith (6) 1924 20h. 
and Waddington Murdoch 
D. Davis (N.S.W.) B. Lay (Ha 


We stayed overnight at nearby Invercargil and while the Twenty and 

George Huddlestone's Cabriolet (with hood in de ville position) were 

on show with other 'selected' cars, to raise money to defray costs 

of organisation, we barracked for the unfortunate competitors in the 

oyster eating competition. This was won by a heavily moustached 

local, while Lord Montagu entertained us all with his deft unloading 

of his oysters onto other competitors’ plates. d 


Pressing on north next day some 88 miles to Balclutha we were met by { 
iT 


brass band, boy scouts and a stiff garaging test. After lunch we 
sped onto Dunedin where light rain greeted us. This is definitely 
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1922 S.G. Tourer by Windover (4) 1928 P.I. Tourer (body ex-Buick) 
P.Pinckney (Southland, N.Z.) H. Gaisford (N. Island, N.Z.) 
P- Saloon by (7) 1924 20 h.p. Coupe by Smith 


and Waddington 


stings, N.Z.) P. Gargett (Brisbane) 


the southernmost stronghold of Scotland and ten sheep to the acre 
country. The city is full of hills and was to be the scene of a 
hill climb next morning but organisation went astray, so it was 
skipped. 


Again the road headed north to Timaru where Dominion Motors stored 
the car and serviced it before the start of the last day's run to 
Christchurch. This covered much of the ground of the first day's 
journey but variations kept the navigators busy until the noisy 
welcome at the finish. 


On looking back, the Rally was a triumph for the Rolls-Royces especially. 
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Though the cars were entirely unsuited to sprints and hill climbs, 
they shone on the long days' running over bad roads, requiring no 
more than normal maintenance. 


It is one thing to win the Rally but it is entirely another to 
thoroughly enjoy it and have a really good holiday. 


The only disappointment for Rolls-Royce Owners was to see in 
Invercargil Dr Ken MacMillan's 1911 London to Edinburgh replica 
completely restored except for its wheels, which had not arrived in 
time from England for the Rally. Dr Ken drove his 20/60 Vauxhall 


Dr Ken MacMillan's 1911 L to E Replica 


to success in the Rally but I am sure, by the look on his face when 
we saw the Rolls on its stilts in Invercargil, he would much rather 
have been driving the oldest Rolls-Royce in the Rally. 


David Davis. 
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"IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU" 


1928 20 h.p. - GIM 10 - by Martin and King 


In moments of idleness, I have often pondered on which of two 
improbable happenings would be more exciting: 


(a) the finding of the tired, dismantled remains of a 1905 
Legalimit, with all the attendant joys and anxieties 
of a full scale restoration, or 


(b) the discovery in some barn or stables of a very early 
Silver Ghost, still in the pristine glory of perhaps 
its first 20,000 miles. 


What a quandary? Is it better for the soul to triumph over each small 
adversity in restoration, or rather to stand back and admire possessi- 
vely (and perhaps gloatingly) the unspoiled beauty of an original 
product of the Marque. 


Of course I had heard of, and read occasionally of, people who had 
discovered low mileage Rolls-Royce cars, but it always seemed to 
happen to the other fellow, and was regarded as being in much the 
same category as winning the lottery - could happen but most unlikely. 


Gentle reader, I have news for you. It happened to me, and it could 
happen to you. Perseverance carries its own reward. 


Early in 1964, buried away in the obscurity of the Tenders column of 
the "Age", there appeared an advertisement, which indicated the 
Public Trustee was inviting Tenders for what was described as a 
Rolls-Royce Sedan 1926-29 model. At this time I was looking for an 
interesting car to drive at weekends, as my 1912 Silver Ghost is 
essentially a fair weather car, so I paid a visit to inspect this car. 


The car was housed in a private garage, which was very little larger 
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than the car itself. With barely enough room to sidle between the 
running boards and the garage wall, inspection was obviously 
difficult. It was impossible to open the doors of the car fully, 

due to lack of space, the battery was flat and the starting handle 
absent, so testing compression was impossible. The car was on blocks 
with nobody knowing anything about the condition of gear box or rear 
axle, and of course there were liberal coatings of dust over 
everything. 


But a certain amount of beauty shone through. The bodywork, a 4 door 
5 seater Saloon by Martin and King, was quite obviously sound 
throughout. The upholstery and carpets looked quite respectable. 

All the instruments were there, and more important, a glance under 
the bonnet showed everything that a Twenty should have, including 
undershields, and a glance underneath the chassis showed gaiters that 
appeared to be untouched. The speedo read 60,000. Could it be 
possible? 


Next came the time of indecision. What figure to tender. If one 
offers a round sum, one might lose the car to a slightly higher 
figure. Better to add £10 or £15. But might not the other fellow 
think on similar lines - and so on. 


However, a figure decided upon and submitted, a period of anxious 
waiting ensued. Finally I was informed my tender was successful and 
to present myself at the office of the Public Trustee to complete 
the transaction. 


There I was informed quite cooly, that it was a genuine one-owner car, 
and that the mileage was authentic. The keys were handed to me and 
arrangements made to collect the car. 


Accordingly the following day, a good deal happier in spirits, armed 
with jacks, foot pumps, tow-ropes, etc., my brother and I went to 
collect my prize. The lack of space hampered blowing up of tyres, but 
eventually we got the car off its blocks and towed it outside. 
Although it was very dirty, we couldn't help examining it more 

closely now there was room, and immediately found two fitted tool 
compartments in the back of the front seat, completely fitted with 
every tool with which a 20 h.p. is endowed. Then, like children seeking 
treasure, we unlocked the tool chest fitted into the running board. 
More tools, including the Michelin jack and foot pump. In the boot 

we found the original instruction book detailing the dates and 
mileages at which maintenance had been carried out. 


By this time, we had begun to collect a number of passers-by, and 
so we poured petrol into the tank and auto vac and prepared to tow 
the car to start. 


Before the car had covered 3 or 4 yards it started and ran smoothly. 
My brother swears that he saw a most surprised spider exiting the 
exhaust pipe together with a cloud of cobwebs and dust. Although 
by this time we shouldn't have been, we were in fact surprised at 
the ease of starting. 
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Home, and something of the excitement having died down, a re-appraisal 
was made. I had found a gem. The chassis number being GTM 10, the 
car was 1928. The engine sounded smooth and sweet and ran like a 
Rolls-Royce. In fact wherever we looked, we formed the impression, 
this is how the car left the factory, original, unspoiled, and un- 
modified. The body, after a wash took on quite a handsome appearance. 
Two spare wheels mounted in the front mudguards, nicely proportioned 
lines, even a tiny luggage boot, complete with trap doors to inspect 
the petrol tank gauge, and reserve control. All the instruments were 
operating correctly, and everything electrical was working properly, 
with the single exception of the rooflight. All the mechanical 
attributes of the car were excellent. Brakes, steering, engine 
silence, gearbox, etc. were all good. There were not even any body 
rattles. But dust and dirt there was a-plenty. 


The very first thing I did was have the chassis and engine steam 
cleaned, then to polish the bodywork and clean the interior. I / 
wanted to run the car for a few weeks to find out what work was 
needed to bring it back into perfect condition, and as an indication 
of how I found the car, about all I've been able to do was fit new 
silken blinds to each window (the originals having faded), re-nickel 
some of the interior and exterior fittings, make up two new spare 
wheel covers, and change all oils etc. 


Circumstances preventing me from attending the 1964 Federal Rally 
at Wagga in the car, I offered it to Frank Neilson, who polished it 
to such good effect that it was fortunate enough to win the much 
coveted Vidler "Age and Authenticity" Trophy. 


The only snag amongst all this honey, is the lingering thought that 


like lightning, good fortune in the pursuance of interesting Rolls- 
Royces may not strike twice. 


M. R. Markoff. 
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"IT think it fair to say that there have been motor cars, some good 
motor cars and the Rolls-Royce" - J.R. Buckley. 


After attending the Mildura Federal Rally for 1965 one realises how 
apt the above statement is. The report is given by a first timer at 
such a rally. If, therefore, the following does not make specific 
mention of your car and fails to outline the reasons why you did or 
did not win the concours, then kindly put it down to the ignorance 
and inexperience of 
the reporter. 


As these lines are 
written, only hours 
after leaving Mildura, 
incidents, events and 
cars flash into the 
mind. On the Friday 
evening it seemed as 
though a fragment of 
history was coming to 
life again. Several 
Silver Ghosts whispered 
graciously outside the 
Grand Hotel whilst at 
intervals fabulous 
C. Wright's 1921 SG Tourer by Barker (143AG) Phantoms stretched 

almost defiantly 

along the kerb side. 
Many smaller pictures of elegance in the form of Twenties and their 
progeny added to the scene. Intermingled with the older cars were 
graceful Silver Dawns and contemporary Bentleys. Occasionally a 
superb Continental Bentley or Silver Cloud stood quietly at the 
entrance. At the same time a contrast could be found a few blocks 
away. Racing into the memory as vivid as if it were happening at this 
very moment is the splashing, bustling noisy scene at Syd Mills Garage. 
Many busy hands removed the dust of travel whilst curious onlookers 
peered eagerly upon engines of varying dimensions and cleanliness. 
Assisting were numerous child- 
ren polishing vigorously or 
spreading mud evenly over the 
paintwork. Everyone was work- 
ing and enjoying being in it. 


Meanwhile in the foyer of the 
Grand Hotel there was activity 
of another sort. Master minds 
consulted "the Bible", a very 
professional blueprint ably 
prepared by the organisers, 
which helped answer all 
inquiries for new arrivals. 
Precision planning was opera- 
ting at top efficiency. L. O'Neill's 1922 SG Tourer (22NK) 
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The Saturday dawned brightly and, apart from an afternoon trip in the 
Paddle Steamer "Canberra", most used the time preparing vehicles for 
the following day. On Saturday evening the Official Dinner took 
place in traditional manner. Rows of long white tables bedecked with 
menus bearing the club badge were assembled in the banquet room of 
Hotel Wintersun. The 
walls carried a 
variety of drawings 
and sketches depicting 
items such as the 
"Spirit" and the Phantom 
7.5". Behind the head 
table and over a white 
backdrop was mounted 
someone's magnificent 
radiator kindly loaned, 
borrowed or donated for 
the occasion. During 
the dinner there were 

. several speeches of 
John Stamp's 1922 Silver Ghost Salamanca varying length and 

(20HG) sobriety. Following 
certain toasts and 

responses with rehearsals before, during and after, the magnificent art 
collection was ably put under the hammer by Colin Sturm. The "Yellow 
Rolls-Royce" which came complete with blinds and blonde (normally 
optional extras) set a fine standard which Sothebys would have been 
proud to establish. 


Next morning final prepa- 
ration was made for the 
procession and gymkhana. 
In perfect weather the 
cars gathered at their 
allotted positions outside 
the Grand. Cars were 
parked along the kerb for 
nearly half a mile with 
the oldest - the Markoff's 
1909 Silver Ghost - 
leading the field. The 
cars moved off at 11.30 
a.m. to proceed through 
Mildura to the oval at 
Redcliffs. The line of 
cars stretched for two 
Miles. This included Enthusiasts at work in Syd Mills' Garage 
those who insisted turn- 

ing right at the round- 

about and completing a very neat circle instead of turning due left. 
Barbecue lunch was waiting at the oval for all interested once the cars 
had been positioned. It was a wonderful sight to see the huge semi- 
circle of cars and no doubt Sir Henry beamed his approval. The 
schedule in the afternoon included a Le Mans start event where drivers 
ran, walked or staggered to their vehicles and drove them in a more or 
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less straight line for 
twenty-five yards. 
Unfortunately after 
only three heats of 
this event the chief 
groundsman considered 
that the turf was 
suffering too greatly. 
Despite assurances 
that no other member 
contemplated "doing a 
Noisy tappet - C. Wright's PIII and wheely" the event was 
Cc. Sturm's Silver Dawn abandoned for the day. 
This calamity did not 
eccur however until those present had witnessed a superb performance 
by a Silver Ghost which, with great dignity, scraped in ahead of more 
modern rivals in the final heat. It was also noted that saboteurs 
had a field day, ruining the chances of the Victorian president. An 
automatic placed in gear is rather difficult to start, especially 
when one is in a hurry. 


Second on the programme was the garaging event. A roped area repres- 
ented two adjoining garages with narrow access. The idea was to place 
the car facing one way in the first garage and then park it reverse 
way in the second. Many drivers failed to accomplish this task in a 
reasonable time. Not a few, in theory at least, destroyed either the 
garage or car or both. 
Some delightful exhibi- 
tions were given by 
drivers of Ghosts and 
Phantoms who proved 
that a car is only as 
large as the driver 
lets it be. Tom Barr 
Smith's 1937 Bentley 
was too fast on the day 
and set a record of 28 
seconds, a time which 
even the Russians have 
yet to equal. During 
most of the weekend, 
and at the gymkhana, 
tireless judges were 
meticulously assessing 
all cars for the 
Concours and the Vidler Oldest cac at Rally - H.Markoff's 1909 SG 
Age and Authenticity 

trophies. It was a 

most unenviable task and the final results showed just how narrow the 
margins between cars were. 


Amongst the many fine cars present Charles Wright's Phantom was almost 
in as new condition thanks largely to the work of Bill Bates. 

Everyone will long remember Harry Markoff's 1909 Ghost, a very proud 
grandmother. All the Ghosts attracted attention and the overall 
concours winner certainly seemed to be the "real live" Silver Ghost. 
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It was a credit to its makers and those who prepared it for the rally. 


A car which really caught the eye was the sporty Phantom III of the 
Venables. For immense size and grandeur David Tomlinson's Phantom I 
was outstanding. Len Partridge's coupe was the choice of many for 
perfect motoring. It was difficult to choose between the immaculate 
25/30 saloon of Richard Heher and Frank Shields limousine. The 
Glover's Phantom III seemed to be fitted with everything except the 
well known 
sink and 
possibly 
that was 
available on 
request. 


One cotild 
list all of 
the cars and 
fail to do 
them justice. 
It is hoped 
the photo- 
graphs will 
give some 
idea of the 


More activity magnificent 
at Syd Mills Garage craftsmanship 
that was ass- 
embled at 
Mildura. 


It was interest- 
ing to compare 
the new with 


the old. A 
return journey 
in Mort 


Pearce's Silver 
Cloud was a 
revelation. 

The car cruised 
effortlessly at 
the 100 mark 
and above. It 
must be one of 
the few cars 
where the 
driver can slow 
to a quiet 90 
on the open 
road and feel 
as secure as 

he would ina 
lesser car at 
half the Mr and Mrs H. Venables' 
speed. There PIII Sportsman's Saloon 
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is one complaint however. The story that “the only noise at 60 is 
the ticking of the clock" may be true, but it did seem that the clock 
required tappet adjustment. 


Mildura 1965 was unquestionably a happy and successful rally. This 
was Bar Gly due to the faultless Rolls-Royce type weather enjoyed 

: throughout the weekend. It was 
one of the rare times that no 
complaints were heard in that 
regard. The organising committee 
was largely responsible for the 
smooth relaxed atmosphere and 
they must be congratulated for 
their work. The outstanding 
feature was, however, the team 
spirit of all present. The 
common interest in striving to 


D. Jarvis' 1962 Bentley 
Continental (Second overall) 
- fore 


prepare and restore something 
really worth while and ageless 
seemed to inspire everyone. 


Before concluding it is worth 
recording, for the benefit of 
those unable to attend, the 

story told by Gavin Sandford- 
Morgan at the Official Dinner. - and aft 


It is reputed that the overall winner at the 1965 rally was standing 
in all its new born glory at the London Motor Show in 1921, waiting 


to be sold to its first lucky owner. , In charge of the car, and with 
hopeful expectations of a sale, was a young man who for the present 
shall remain nameless. It appears the young man had "prospects" 


should he sell the car. After some time an obvious gentleman arrived 
to inspect the car. The young man pointed out all the features of 
this outstanding vehicle and it seemed as if the contract of sale was 
all but signed. The gentleman stated he was very pleased with what 
he saw and he would just have one last walk around the car. 

Naturally the young man was delighted. As the gentleman completed 
his last inspection he noticed the starting handle strapped to the 
front of the car. 


"I thought you said this car had a special self starter" 
“Tat fs true, Sin, ? 
“Then why does it need that thing". 


Obviously this feature would make or mar the day so the young man 
applied his best strategy. 
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"Well Sir, you have probably noticed when you use your hip 
bath in the northern wing of your chateau, that there are 
two brown buttons on your chest. You are as likely to use 
the starting handle on this car for the purpose for which 
it is designed as you are those brown buttons". 


And the day was made. 


Jim Thomson 


A_MEMO FOR VETERAN SILVER GHOST OWNERS 


R.R. 100 (10 &) (P 923. 10.810) G 997. 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR ROLLS-ROYCE COILS. 


Do not in any way upset the adjustment of the tremblers 
until you are sure they require it. 


Should the platinum points require truing up, they should be made 
quite flat with a dead smooth file. 


The iron armature spring blade should not be altered in any way, 


The spring blade carrying the platinum point is curved slightly 
upwards to ensure slight pressure on platinum pointed screw when 
this is adjusted. 

To adjust the platinum point start with the points quite 
apart, turn on the battery current, screw down the screw 
(with the check screws partly tightened) slowly until the 
action of the trembler shows the points have just come 
into contact, then give the screw a further i of a turn, 
which will ensure good contact and the correct amount 
of play for the iron armature viz. : yis of an inch. 


For Reference please quote 


All veteran Silver Ghosts fitted with Rolls-Royce trembler coils were 
equipped with the card shown above (4.1/8" x 3") which was located 
inside the lid of the coil box. If you own such a car and this card 
is missing you may obtain one from Charles Wright (President of the 
South Australian Branch) who has had this card produced for his own 
and Eric Rainsford's Silver Ghost. A contribution of 5/- will help 
defray the cost of production. 
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MILDURA 1965 - RESULTS 


AGE AND AUTHENTICITY TROPHY (Jack Vidler Shield) 


Winner, Charles Wright - 1938 Phantom III (3 CM 157) 
Limousine. 


CONCOURS d'ELEGANCE 
Overall Winner - Charles Wright - 1921] Silver Ghost T 
VETERAN SECTION 


lst Harry Markoff - 1909 Silver Ghost Landaulette 
2nd Jim Cooper - 1914 Silver Ghost Tourer 


VINTAGE SECTION 


lst Charles Wright - 1921 Silver Ghost Tourer 
2nd 


P.V.T. SECTION 


lst Charles Wright - 1938 Phantom III Enclosed Limous 
2nd John Glover - 1938 Phantom III Enclosed Limou: 


SMALL CAR SECTION 


lst Frank Shield - 1933 20/25 Enclosed Limousine 
2nd Len Partridge - 1937 25/30 Coupé 


SILVER WRAITH & SILVER DAWN SECTION 


lst Claude Mason - 1951 Silver Dawn Saloon 
2nd Dorothy Wright - 1952 Silver Dawn Saloon 


NEW ROLLS-ROYCE SECTION 


lst Alexander Tolmer - 1965 Silver Cloud III Saloon 
2nd 


PRE-WAR BENTLEY SECTION 


lst Tom Barr-Smith - 1937 4% litre Pillarless Saloon 
2nd 


POST-WAR BENTLEY SECTION 


lst Doug. Jarvis - 1962 S.3 Continental Saloon 
2nd 


THE LADIES ' CHOICE 
Winner, Harry Markoff - 1909 Silver Ghost Landaulett 
THE QUIETEST CAR 


Winners, Leighton and Nan West - 1936 Phantom III 
Sedanca de Ville 


THE LE MANS START 


Winner, Jim Kelso in John Glover's 1955 Silver Dawn 
THE PARKING TEST 


Winner, Tom Barr-Smith in his 1937 Bentley 
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